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!0      Waste  Oil 
O^jr  Recycling 


Your  marina  or  yacht 
club  is  part  of  the 
effort  to  make  our 
harbors  clean  again. 
You  can  help  by 
making  your  group's 
used  oil  recycling 
program  work. 
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Fellow  Boating  Enthusiast, 
Oil  pollution  presents  a  serious  threat  to  both  the 
Harbor  and  our  drinking  water  reserves.  Oil  dumped 
into  the  Harbor  causes  serious  damage  to  birds,  fish 
and  other  ocean  life.  It  also  pollutes  the  sediments 
below  the  water.  Oil  placed  in  dumpsters  ends  up  in 
landfills  where  it  can  leach  into  groundwater 
drinking  supplies.  As  a  boater  you  are  familiar  with 
the  amount  of  oil  you  use  and  some  of  the  difficulties 
involved  in  proper  disposal. 

Your  yacht  club  or  marina  is  participating  in  an 
effort  to  recycle  the  oil  used  by  its  members. 
Over  the  past  several  years  we  have  seen  great 
strides  made  to  clean  the  Boston  Harbor  and  to 
protect  our  drinking  water  supplies.  These  efforts 
will  not  work  alone.  We  all  need  to  do  our  part  to 
keep  the  Harbor  clean  and  to  preserve  our  drinking 
water  supplies. 

Your  efforts  to  properly  manage  your  used  oil  are 
critical  in  creating  a  cleaner  harbor  and  insuring 
safe  tfjdhlcfrg  water  for  futv&  generations. 


What  can  we  do  to  save  the  harbor? 
READ  THIS  BROCHURE! 
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Problem 

Why  worry  about  used  oil? 

Used  oil  is  a  pollutant  and  can 
be  very  harmful  to  the 
environment  and  to  the  wildlife 
in  the  harbor.  Because  it  is 
harmful,  there  are  laws  which 
regulate  its  disposal. 


What  is  used  oil?  Used  oil  is  oil 

that  must  be  disposed  of  in  a 

manner  that  is  not  harmful  to  the 

environment.  This  can  be  motor  oil 

from  your  boat,  your  car,  or  your  motorcycle.  It 

contains  pollutants  and  must  be  treated  so  that  it  will 

not  harm  the  environment  or  pollute  the  harbor. 

©If  you  pour  your  oil  down  household 
or  street  drains,  it  eventually  finds  its 
way  into  the  harbor  or  to  a  wastewater 
treatment  plant.  It  can  take  as  little  as 
50  parts  per  million  of  oil  to  foul  a  wastewater  treatment 
plant.  One  quart  of  oil  in  five  thousand  gallons  of  water 
is  enough  to  cause  problems.  It  is  worth  the  effort  to 
collect  even  small  amounts  of  oil.  When  oil  goes  into 
the  harbor  it  causes  serious  environmental  damage. 
One  pint  of  oil  can  produce  a  slick  of  one  acre  on  the 
surface  of  the  water.  The  oil  then  disperses  through  the 
water  column,  polluting  the  water  and  sediments  below. 
Plankton  and  algae  (natural  food  sources  for  fish)  are 
killed  on  contact  with  oil.  The  fish  that  eat  these  foods 
concentrate  the  oil  in  their  own  bodies  as  well  as 
accumulate  it  from  direct  contact  with  the  oil.  Shellfish 
also  absorb  the  oil  into  their  bodies.  This  contamination 
makes  the  seafood  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
threatening  consumers  as  well  as  the  livelihoods  of  our 
fishermen.  Oil  pollution  also  interferes  with  the  normal 
body  processes  of  wildlife.  For  example,  bird  feathers 
lose  their  insulating  properties  when  covered  with  oil. 

If  you  put  your  oil  in  dumpsters ,  it  ends  up  in  landfills 
or  incinerators.  The  oil  in  landfills  leaches  down  into 
ground  water,  polluting  our  drinking  water  supplies.  Each 
quart  of  oil  that  leaches  down  into  the  ground  water  ruins 
250,000  gallons  of  water.  Oil  mixed  with  other  wastes  and 
put  in  an  incinerator  can  cause  air  pollution  problems. 


Solution 

Your  marina  or  yacht  club  has  established  a  waste 
oil  management  system  for  your  use  and  needs  your 
cooperation. 


This  is  what  you  need  to  do: 


•  If  you  change  your  own  oil,  keep  it  free  from 
contamination.  Oil  containing  even  small  amounts 
of  gasoline,  antifreeze,  paint  thinner,  water,  or  other 
substances  is  considered  contaminated.  These 
substances  interfere  with  the  reprocessing  or 
re-refining  process  and  are  very  expensive  to 
remove. 

•  Give  the  oil  to  the  person  in  charge  of  your 
club  or  marina.  He  or  she  will  pour  the 
uncontaminated  oil  into  the  barrel  provided  for  waste 
oil  or  will  tell  you  where  it  is. 

•  Please  carry  the  oil  in  a  sealed  screw-top 
container. 

•  Please  dispose  of  your  car  and  motorcycle  oil 
properly  also,  at  participating  gas  stations. 

If  your  oil  is  accidentally  contaminated  (by 
gasoline,  antifreeze,  paint  thinner,  water,  or  another 
substance),  do  NOT  pour  it  into  your  marina's  or 
yacht  club's  collection  barrel.  Instead,  tell  your 
club  or  marina  operator  that  the  oil  is  contaminated. 
Contaminated  oil  will  make  all  of  the  oil  in  the 
barrel  useless  for  recycling  and  will  make  the 
problem  of  disposing  of  it  worse.  Even  one  quart  of 
contaminated  oil  can  ruin  a  whole  barrel.  Instead, 
call  the  Environment  Department  at  725-3850  for 
disposal  suggestions. 

•  If  you  do  not  change  your  own  oil,  be  sure 
your  mechanic  is  insured  and  disposes  of  your  oil 
properly. 


q       Let's  all  act  together  before 
O       it's  too  late  for  the  harbor! 


Checklist: 

1.  Keep  your  oil 
separate  from  other 
fluids  and  waste. 

2.  Take  your  oil  to  the    IV, 


club  or  marina 
operator. 

□    3.  If  your  oil  is       ^^ 
contaminated     ^^ 
somehow,  tell  the  club 
or  marina  operator  so 
that  your  oil  won't 
ruin  the  entire  barrel 
of  recyclable  oil. 

|  V  I     4.  Try  to  dispose  of  your 
■™™         used  car  and  i^    ^ 

motorcycle  oil  at  I  fell 
participating  gas  f^t^ 
stations. 


The  environment  belongs  to 
everyone.  Let's  make  the  harbor  a 
better  place  to  be  by  cleaning  up 
after  ourselves.  The  first  step  has 
been  taken  by  your  marina  or 
yacht  club.  The  second  step  must 
be  taken  by  you. 


This  brochure  was  published  by  the 
Environment  Department  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  It  is  intended  as  a  guide  to 

help  boat  owners  and  operators 

recycle  waste  oil  that  will  otherwise 

end  up  fouling  the  harbor  and  ruining 

the  environment.  The  programs 

suggested  have  been  in  use  at  other 

marinas  and  yacht  clubs  for  years,  and 

they  do  work.  We  all  need  to  work 

together  to  make  the  harbor  a  cleaner 

place  to  boat,  fish,  and  swim. 


If  you  have  any  questions  or  would 

like  further  information,  please  call 

the  Environment  Department 

during  working  hours  at 

725-3850. 


